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Compatibility Planning

“An existing or committed land use or activity that can co-exist 
with a neighbouring use/activity or uses/activities, without 
either creating or experiencing 1 or more off-site adverse 
effect(s).”

“A recognized factor and principle of good land use planning, 
whereby land uses which are known or expected to cause 
environmental problems for one another, when in proximity, 
are deemed incompatible and are protected from one another 
by separation and/or other means.”

Source: Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change, 
Ontario, Canada.



Examples

Compatible Land Use – Industrial Uses and 
Commercial Uses

Incompatible Land Use – Heavy Equipment Vehicle 
Parking Complex and Residential



Construction Storage & Residential



Abandoned Boats & Residential



Abandoned Vehicles & Residential



Reasons to Pursue Compatibility Planning

-Environmental Protection
-Safety
-Limited Land Mass

Has JRM & GovGuam Pursued Compatibility 
Planning?



Baby Steps Taken Toward
Compatibility Planning On-Island

Workshop 2010



Baby Steps Taken Towards
Compatibility Planning

CSS 2011



Baby Steps Taken Toward
Compatibility Planning On-Island

Workshop 2016



Benefits of Compatibility Planning

-Near military installations, it helps maintain the economic 
benefits that accrue to the surrounding communities. (CSS 
2011).

-Helps identify indirect impacts associated with growth, 
often referred to as encroachment.  (CSS 2011).

-Compatible planning is most effective when the DoD and 
GovGuam collaborate and work together to resolve 
compatibility challenges. (Marianas Compatibility Plan 
2016).



Encourages Flexibility to Allow Development



Promotes Health Care Facilities



Encourages Collaboration



Supports Shoreline Recreation



Enables Community Sports Facilities



Brings Awareness for Compatible Land Uses



Brings Awareness for Compatible Land Uses



Encourages Collaboration



What’s Next?

Consider a comprehensive plan for Guam (i.e. blueprint for future 

planning with regard to land use, housing, public facilities, traffic 

circulation, noise, safety, environment, storm water, open space, 

conservation, etc). Past attempts include:

 Guam Comprehensive Development Plan 1978

 Compatibility Sustainability Plan 2011 (included military)

Meanwhile, JRM and GovGuam will continue collaborating on 

development projects to help promote compatible land use and 

sustain military readiness. 



BACKUP SLIDES



Accident Potential Zones
(Source: Naval Air Station Oceana, Virginia)



Land Use Compatibility Chart (Airports)
(Federal Aviation Administration, 1998)
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